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OUR MISSION, OUR MESSAGE 
Easter Season 2021 – Week 7 – Ascension Sunday 

 
We are on mission to Share Christ with the World - Our message follows the witness stories of the 
early Church in the Acts of the Apostles and the Gospel instruction from the Risen Jesus.  
 
In the days since Easter, Jesus was preparing his apostles to build the Church. Their ability to share 
Christ’s story and His love would be essential.  That is our mission today. 
 

Ascension Sunday • May 16, 2021 
 

First Reading:  Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11   Second Reading:  Ephesians 1:17-23 
 

Gospel:  Mark 16:15-20 
 

Jesus said to his disciples:  
“Go into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature. 

Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved;  whoever does not believe will be condemned. 
These signs will accompany those who believe: 

in my name they will drive out demons, they will speak new languages. 
They will pick up serpents with their hands, 

and if they drink any deadly thing, it will not harm them. 
They will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.” 

So, then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven 
and took his seat at the right hand of God. 

But they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked with them 
and confirmed the word through accompanying signs. 

 
Series Prayer to Share the Joy of Easter 

 
Good and gracious God, Our most glorious Creator, We praise you in this Easter season. Change our lives, 
change our hearts to be messengers of Easter joy and hope. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord 

forever and ever. AMEN 
 

Oración para compartir la alegría de la Pascua 
 

Dios bueno y misericordioso, Nuestro más glorioso Creador, Te alabamos en esta temporada de Pascua y 
siempre. Cambia nuestras vidas, cambia nuestros corazones para ser mensajeros de la alegría y la 

esperanza pascuales. Te lo pedimos por Jesucristo, nuestro Señor resucitado por los siglos de los siglos. 
AMÉN 

 



 2 

  

REFLECTION 
 

This is our prayer on this Solemnity Sunday, that God our Father, will make us joyful in the Ascension of his 
Son, Jesus Christ, and that we may follow him into the new creation, for his Ascension is our glory and our 
hope. 
 
The first reading describes the Ascension of Jesus and his promise of the Holy Spirit. In the second reading, 
Paul describes the meaning of the Ascension—how God raised Jesus above all earthly powers and made 
him Head of the Church and Lord of creation. The Gospel is the Great Commission—Jesus sending his 
apostles to preach the Good News to the whole world. And the Commission is our Mission. 
 

DISCUSSION 
 
TIME TO WAIT: Have you ever had to wait as much in your life as you may have in the last year? Patience. 
Coping. Creativity.  

What have you learned in life about the practice of waiting? About yourself? The world?  
  
The apostles were ready to go, but Jesus said, wait – now that you understand WHAT to do, HOW TO do it, 
you still need one more thing. (Jesus knew, the Holy Spirit had not yet filled their hearts.)  

What’s good about waiting? 
  

Jesus’ Ascension is a time of transition for the Apostles.  
Share a time of transition in your life that turned out to be a blessing 

  
Sometimes waiting is active … Waiting on the Holy Spirit is not passive, not just sitting on your hands. We 
must pray for a release of the Holy Spirit. Jesus tells the apostles to “wait for the promise of the Father”.  

Can you recall “waiting for God” experiences – as well as promises” fulfilled” outcomes?  
  
TIME TO GO: Jesus ascends into heaven, while those who have loved him remain below. And it’s more 
than that, His glorified body ascends to heaven, but His love remains. 
  
Time to go… That last conversation. That last wave in the driveway. For a moment or more, your loved one 
is still there, even after the car drives out or even after you hang up the phone. That’s because those close to 
us remain in our hearts, even if our hearts ache for them to back with you. The disciples standing after the 
Ascension must have experienced that. 

• In the many ways you keep the flame alive in your heart for family or friends….do you do the 
same with Jesus? How do you keep Him in your heart? Discuss - from the spiritual (favorite prayers), to 
habits (when you pray, where you pray, when you go to church, who you pray with, when you offer a gift, 
etc), to physical reminders (mom’s rosary, favorite bible, cross from a friend).  

•  Keeping God close.  Who assists you in your faith journey? Who counts on you to assist them? 
  
Christmas, Last Supper, Good Friday, Easter, Pentecost – the great turning points of the life of Christ. What 
about the Ascension? For those who remember our “Fr. Ed” – Monsignor Ed Thompson – you may recall he 
often spoke of Archbishop Fulton Sheen, as an inspiration and friend. A classic work of the archbishop, 
“Life of Christ” talks about the many reasons why the Ascension deserves reflection for all Christians. 
 
“Had Christ remained on earth, sight would have taken the place of faith….a coronation on earth instead of 
an Ascension into heaven would have confined men’s thoughts to Him on earth. But the Ascension would 
cause men’s hearts and minds to ascend above the earth.”  How do you think things would have been 
different if the Kingdom were earthly vs spiritual? 
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ON MISSION  
 

  
The Ascension story has perfect alignment with our mission message – as much as we have heard the Great 
Commission, imagine hearing it for the first time from Jesus himself. In Acts, Jesus answers their questions 
this way: 
 

-      Kingdom? Spiritual not physical! 
-      Who is going to build it? You are! 
-      And who is it going to include? Everyone! 

 
  
He tells them…. 
  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in 
Jerusalem, throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

  
  
And then we are given this wonderful image of Jesus’ ascension and the apostles response: 
  

So then the Lord Jesus, after he spoke to them, was taken up into heaven and took his seat at 
the right hand of God. But they went forth and preached everywhere, while the Lord worked 
with them and confirmed the word through accompanying signs. 

  
Jesus’ last message to his disciples is a commission to evangelize every creature. To what extent is our 
parish faithful to this Great Commission? How faithful are you? How can both you and our parish carry 
out more faithfully this commission of Jesus? 
  
  

 
PRAY, REFLECT, ACT – SATURDAY, MAY 22 
  
As part of the global anniversary celebration of  “Laudato Si’”,  the pope is asking us to consider how we work 
together to love and care for “Our Common Home”. 
  
Father Charlie Mitchell invites you to a morning of prayer and reflection on Laudato Si’ led by Fr. Charlie, Fr. 
Frank and Fr. Michael.  Participate in a parishwide discussion on living out Laudato Si’ right here at Saint Mary 
Magdalen and in our community. 
  
WHEN: Saturday, May 22 – 9am-12noon 
WHERE: Parish Life Center or Zoom 
SIGN UP NOW! 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/Laudato 
  

 


